
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
MINUTES 

Kinni Corridor Committee Meeting 
Thursday, July 26, 2018 

4:00 – 5:30 p.m. 
City Hall – Training Room  

 
CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
The Kinni Corridor Committee met on July 26th, 2018. Those in attendance included Committee Members: 
Adam Myszewski, Chris Blasius, Jason Egerstrom, Lisa Moody, Gary Horvath, Rita Kozak, and Susan 
Reese. City Staff: Buddy Lucero, Mary Zimmermann, Amy Peterson, Reid Wronski, Mike Stifter, Angie Bond. 
Consultants Jeff McMenimen, and Andrew Papke-Larson from HKGi.  
 
Buddy Lucero called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m. 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
 
1. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES – APRIL 19, 2018 

Meeting minutes were approved. 
 

2. OPEN COMMENTS FROM GENERAL PUBLIC 

An update was provided by Kevin Westhuis regarding FERC re-licensing August 31st deadline.  
The City and their dam removal consultant recently discussed the Project with FERC staff. 
Discussions focused on ways to achieve the target dates for dam removal consistent with the 
overall spirit of the City Resolution within the bounds of FERC’s regulatory authority. Options 
discussed and considered included relicensing, license extension, and license surrender and 
decommissioning with a delayed effective date. FERC staff views relicensing as the only viable 
option available to the City.   
 
Options provided to FERC for re-licensing were re-license and surrender later (integrated 
license 30-year license) or an extended license (15-year license). FERC preferred the integrated 
license and would like to discuss the agreement again closer to dam removal.   
 
Comments regarding FERC re-licensing: Committee members would like to better understand 
the process associated with an integrated license and how it might be possible to cement the 
City Council’s current agreement to remove the dams in a contract with FERC. The general 
response to this statement was a need for the stakeholders to be clear with their response, the 
settlement agreement and the City Council’s statements.  
 

3. REVIEW/CONFIRM KEY TAKEAWAYS FROM WORK COMPLETED TO DATE 

Jeff McMenimen provided an update of work that has been completed since the July 12th 
meeting. River corridor maps that were used during the July 12th workshop have been updated 
with the following information:  

• River Falls Bike and Ped Plan recommendations for trails, sidewalks and bikeways 

• Priority Conservation Areas and Conserved Lands Map (maps provided by Kinnickinnic 

River Land Trust) 

• SEH concepts (material that was approved from the previous meetings with the 
committee members)  
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• Potential conservation areas, park improvements/areas, and bike/pedestrian connections 
as noted by HKGi 

• Comments received from the Kinni Corridor Committee at the July 12th meeting 
Additionally, the precedent analysis presentation was updated to include river 
restoration focused projects: 

• Baraboo, WI (Baraboo River) 

• Traverse City, MI (Boardman River) 
Adam Myszewski provided an update from his recent trip to Breckenridge/Blue River and how it 

might inform planning for the Kinnickinnick River. Notable takeaways included:  

• Signage along the river 

• Multi-use paths that connected to and across the river 

• Accessibility to the river (overlooks, and locations to touch the river) 
o Not all locations were handicap accessible  

 
4. IDENTIFY ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES WORKSHOP 

The Committee was then gathered around several large maps providing existing conditions, 
issues, and opportunities along the river corridor. Jeff McMenimen outlined work that had 
been completed on the maps. Current mapping included:  

• Existing conditions 

• Green infrastructure opportunities  

• New park opportunities (primarily located in current lake impoundments)  

• Existing pedestrian/bike connections and potential pedestrian/bike connection 
opportunities  

• Existing and opportunity areas for green buffers/conservation areas 

• Opportunity intersections for enhanced pedestrian crossings 

• Opportunity sites for potential redevelopment along the river corridor 

• Existing river access and opportunities for new river access points 

• Opportunities for additional public art 

• Opportunities for community gardens 

• Opportunities for improving the connection between downtown and the riverfront 
 

There was discussion about the River Corridor Plan and what it will address, including: 

• The river corridor plan is a master plan that focuses on the entire river corridor and select 
focus areas (i.e. Lake George and Lake Louise). 

• It will serve as a blue print for future policy decision making and investments in the river 
corridor, addressing parks and recreation, natural resources and river ecology, access 
and connectivity, and land use and economic development 

• It is not a river restoration plan, however, it will likely recommend future river restoration 
planning (including dam removal and hydrological engineering) be conducted in the 
Implementation Chapter of the Master Plan 

• Until the engineering planning is conducted in the next phase of the work, we’ll have to 
work with what preliminary engineering studies have been conducted to date to inform 
the master plan.  Future engineering studies will provide more definitive impacts and 
resultant features within the impoundments 

• The master plan may need to provide near- and long-term recommendations for the Lake 
George and Lake Louise impoundment areas and be flexible to adapt to final river 
restoration engineering plans 

 
The Committee provided the following comments and suggestions regarding issues and 

opportunity mapping: 

• Does the current mapping for the corridor master plan reflect the current River Falls 
Comprehensive Plan?  
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o Yes, the plan is generally consistent with the City’s Comprehensive Plan.  
o The Kinni River Corridor Plan, if and when it is adopted, will inform future 

amendments to the City’s Comprehensive Plan  

• Conservation Easement Mapping 
o Currently there is no differentiation between public and private conservation 

easements. It will be helpful to differentiate between the two on the maps. 
o Easements, depending upon the easement contract and landowners wishes may 

allow for public passage on private land.  
o Current easement mappings are consistent with previous task force mapping and 

land trust mapping.  
o Review the current shoreline ordinance to ensure compliance with the river 

corridor plan.  

• Green Infrastructure 
o As the master plan moves forward and there is development on the timeline of 

dam removal, green infrastructure could be a priority and near-term improvement. 
o Previous plans (Stantec and Interfluve plans) show an interceptor pipe and 

stormwater treatment ponds in Lake George area to treat stormwater runoff 
before making its way into the Kinni. 

▪ Is it realistic to move stormwater treatment (mentioned in Lake George 
area post dam removal) to Lake Louise area allowing for more active uses 
on Lake George impoundment after dam removal?  Probably not, given 
the topography challenges.  

▪ Moving stormwater from downtown to Lake Louise would be a challenging 
engineering, high cost, and heavy infrastructure solution.  

▪ Interceptor and treatment ponds/wetland would treat small storm events 
(90% of current weather events) and could function as a beautiful 
park/gathering space.  

o Review City’s Stormwater Plan for more information regarding green 
infrastructure. 
 

Upper Kinni 

• Swinging Gate (North Section of Corridor) 
o Largely seen as a more passive area and should plan to remain this way 
o Improvements could be made to enhance the quality of the natural area 
o North Quarry Road is currently uncomfortable to bike along 

▪ Long-term focus to make it more bike-friendly (widen roadway/pave 
shoulders?) 

▪ Is currently a good connection to Hudson and could be improved 
▪ Quarry Road improvements are relatively recent.  This is a Township road 

but in the future could become a City roadway 
▪ Is it an arterial?  If so, it may require an off-road path 

o Path/trail along river connecting to North Quarry Road would be an improvement 
and could provide a loop trail 

• Section of River from Hwy35 to Division St 
o A large area is currently undeveloped and within the flood zone 
o This area should be considered for a conservation easement and create 

trails/paths and connections to the river 
o Current plan (taken from SEH) suggests too much public art and possibly too 

many paths 
o This area could be a good location for a nature/educational center due to easy 

access to river and central location to downtown 
o Good potential location for a community garden – demonstration garden/organic 

with low impact farming techniques used. 
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o Rail Depot is currently land locked and not accessible. 
 

Middle Kinni 

• Downtown River Falls (Division St to E Cascade Ave) 
o Green infrastructure in this area focuses on downtown impervious pavement and 

ways to slow down stormwater runoff and filter pollution through the use of rain 
gardens and permeable pavers in parking lots and along downtown and 
neighborhood streets 

▪ Additional priority areas identified in stormwater plan that might be better 
areas to focus green infrastructure. Location may not be associated with 
river. Review City’s stormwater plan. 

o Rain gardens on east side of River Falls work to slow stormwater. Rain gardens 
need more maintenance from homeowners.  

o Permeable pavers are a better solution than pervious pavement – too many 
maintenance problems with the latter. 

o Several redevelopment opportunities were identified and mapped by committee 
members 

▪ Areas will be mapped and verified by staff 
o Create a pedestrian focused streetscape on E Elm St (between Main St and 2nd 

St).  Possible location for future farmers market?  
o Look at the riprap area along the east side of the river, north of Maple St. as a 

place to provide stepping stone access to the river. 
o Consider the following uses at the Lake George impoundment area post dam 

removal: 
▪ Places to touch the water 
▪ Large green community gathering space 
▪ Outdoor amphitheater 
▪ Picnic areas/shelter 
▪ Canoe/Kayak launch 
▪ More trails 

 
Lower Kinni 

o Opportunity for environmental education/nature center along the river (located in 
the area of the WWTP) 

o Pond next to current composting location could be spring fed.  This area used to 
also include a fish hatchery.  Consider cleaning this area up, including the pond, 
and incorporate a trout fish stocking pond and fly fishing learning center. 

o Conservation areas follow current land trust and conservation mapping. 
o Additional conservation areas that were mapped did not pose problems or 

comments from committee members. 
 

5. NEXT STEPS 
 

- Develop Preliminary River Corridor Concepts (HKGi) 
o HKGi will incorporate comments received during the workshop and will develop 

preliminary corridor concepts 
- Committee Meeting – Thursday, August 16 
- Community Workshop – Thursday, September 27 

 
6. ADJOURN 
 
 
 


